
ПОЛЕВОЙ ЖУРНАЛ БИОЛОГА. 2022. Том 4, № 3 (247–249)                                                                          Сообщение  

FIELD BIOLOGIST JOURNAL. 2022. Volume 4, No. 3 (247–249)                                       Communica tions  

247 

UDK 595.76 

DOI 10.52575/2712-9047-2022-4-3-247-249 

 

First Record  

of Invasive Longhorn Beetle Phoracantha recurva Newman, 1840 

(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) for Cyprus 
 

Aleksey S. Sazhnev 1, Varvara. A. Zvereva 2 

1 Papanin Institute for Biology of Inland Waters Russian Academy of Sciences, 
135 Borok vill., Yaroslavl Oblast 152742, Russia 

2 The Grammar School, 
Katinas Paxinou St., 4007 P.O. Box 51340, 3504 Limassol, Cyprus 

E-mail: sazh@list.ru 
 

Received August 2, 2022; Revised August 8, 2022; Accepted August 8, 2022 
 
Abstract. For the first time, an invasive species of barbel beetles Phoracantha recurva Newman, 1840 
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) is given for the territory of Cyprus. The species has a native range in Australia, 
but after eucalyptus (Eucalyptus), with which it is trophically related, it was introduced to almost all regions 
of the world, including the Mediterranean. 
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Аннотация. Впервые для территории Кипра приводится инвазионный вид жуков-учачей Phoracantha 
recurva Newman, 1840 (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). Вид имеет нативный ареал в Австралии, но вслед 
за эвкалиптом (Eucalyptus), с которым трофически связан, был завезен практически во все регионы 
мира, включая Средиземноморье. 
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Introduction 

Now in most countries the introduction of Eucalyptus (this genus has been introduced all 

around the world in regions with adequate Mediterranean climate) was followed by that of this two 

wood borers of genus Phoracantha Newman, 1840 (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae), both also native to 

Australia. For Palaearctic Region two species of eucalyptus borers are known – Phoracantha semi-

punctata (Fabricius, 1775) and Ph. recurva Newman, 1840. The first species is recorded in Mediter-

ranean from European part (France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Spain), Asian part (Cyprus, 

Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Asian Turkey), and North Africa (Algeria, Canary Islands, 

Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Madeira Archipelago, and Tunisia) [Danilevsky, 2022]. Second species 

less distributed in the Palearctic and recorded for Cyprus in the firs time. 

 

Results 

Phoracantha recurva Newman, 1840 (see Figure). 

EXAMINED MATERIAL: Cyprus, Famagusta Distr., Ayia Napa, 31 July 2020, 1 ex. 

V.A. Zvereva leg. Distribution in Palearctic: Europe: Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Spain; North 

Africa: Canary Islands, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia; Asia: Cyprus (first record), Israel, Lebanon Syria, 

Asian Turkey. Phoracantha recurva also known from Afrotropical, Australian, Nearctic, and Neo-

tropical Regions of the world. 

 

 

Phoracantha recurva Newman, 1840 from Ayia Napa (Cyprus) (photo by V.A. Zvereva) 

Phoracantha recurva Newman, 1840 из Айя-Напы (Кипр) (фото В.А. Зверевой) 
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Phoracantha recurva was initially reported from Europe in 1998 in Ceuta (Spain) [EPPO, 

2003]. There is also one record of Phoracantha recurva in Greece (one specimen on dying Eucalyp-

tus in Preveza) [EPPO, 2003]. As Eucalyptus borers can fly great distances [Hanks et al., 1998] and 

are easily transported [Bosmans, 2006], it can be expected that Phoracantha recurva will distribut-

ed in Midetteranian as Phoracantha semipunctata. 
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